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Encounters with Jesus 
Introduction

Welcome to our new series ‘Encounters with Jesus.’ Our hope and prayer is that as a church we 
would meet the living Jesus on the pages of Scripture.  As we move through the series may each 
story reveal Jesus and his fierce love for the lost, the broken, the forgotten and the oppressed. 
Furthermore that the encounters we witness would speak of his grace to the graceless, messy, 
rebellious ragamuffin. Our prayer is that in these stories we’d meet Jesus for ourselves as we 
realise that his encounters with everyday people, are encounters with people just like us. We too 
can know his love, grace, forgiveness, healing, freedom and hope. It is all on offer for us. This is 
God’s heart for each of us, as seen in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.
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Luke 5:12-16 
The Man with Leprosy




Background 

During ancient biblical times there was a loathsome disease called leprosy of which there was no 
known cure. It was an uncontrollable, slowly growing disease that would cause swollen lumps on 
the skin and ulcerous scabs all over the body. There was a numbness sensation that caused the 
leper to scratch himself, and damage his body unknowingly. A leprous person would look scaly 
and very deformed, their hair and body was noticeably white and therefore they were easy to 
identify. Lepers were kept apart from the general population and compelled to warn others away, 
for very good reason. Leprosy was a highly contagious disease, spread by both direct contact 
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with the afflicted person and indirect contact through items touched by the leper, such as clothes 
and bedding. Therefore a leper, in line with cleanliness laws from Leviticus, would have to call out, 
“unclean, unclean” as they walked around anywhere.


Read - Luke 5:12-16 

Opening question - have you ever been in a situation where you’ve been left out? How did it feel?


1. Where is Jesus when this miracle takes place? Is this significant in any way? 


2. How does the leprous man approach Jesus? How might he be feeling?


3. Bearing in mind the laws surrounding leprosy, how might those witnessing this event feel about 
the leper approaching Jesus?


4. What would it mean for this man to be made clean? 


5. Why would Jesus actions in verse 13 have shocked those around him? 


6. Why is the touch so important and intimate for the leper?


7. What does it say about the power of God? 


8. What does it say about the love of God?


9. Jesus says “I am willing” what does this say about who he is and what he’s like? 


10. Why does Jesus order the man not to tell anyone about the healing, but instead tell him to go 
quietly to the temple? 


11. What is the result of the healing? 


12. Verse 16 seems to be tagged on at the end, why do you think Luke place it here? Does it offer 
us any insights? 
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Application 

Leprosy is a great analogy for the sinfulness of the human heart. We all suffer from the disease of 
sin, which separates us from God and makes us unclean.


1. What then is the good news for us in this passage? 


2. What can we learn from this man about how to approach Jesus? 


3. Does the way Jesus reacts to the man change anything about the way you see Jesus? 


4. Who are the ‘unclean one’s’ in our society today? (In terms of sin it’s everyone - but who else is 
deemed ‘unclean’?)


5. Are there people right now that you have judge as ‘unclean’? 


6. How can we as a church/and individuals, reach out and touch those who are deemed ‘unclean’ 
by society?


7. Does miraculous healing still happen today?
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Luke 5:17-26 
The crippled man


Background  

In Jesus’ day, when a large crowd gathered it was usually outside, however this story takes place 
in Peter’s house. The house must have been full. The Pharisees are present and seem to be so by 
consensus in order to decide what they think about this Jesus they’ve been hearing about.

It is worth noting here, that disabled people in Jesus’ day didn’t fair much better than lepers. 
Although they did not have to declare themselves unclean, they were often outcasts, unsupported 
and really at the mercy of those around them. 
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Read Luke 5:17-26  

Opening question - Can you think of a time when a friend really helped you out? What happened? 


1. Who has gathered to hear Jesus speak and minister? 


2. Why might the Pharisees be there? What might they have been feeling/thinking about Jesus?


3. What are the friends of the crippled man trying to do for him? 


4. How do they approach Jesus in the end? 


5. What does this say about what they think of Jesus? 


6. Why is Jesus’ initial response to the crippled man surprising for us and shocking for the original 
hearers? (Why are the Pharisees so uptight?)


7. What is Jesus saying about himself? 


8. How does Jesus prove he has authority to forgive sins? 


9. What is more important forgiveness of sin or the healing of the body? 


10. What is the result of the crippled mans encounter with Jesus? 


Application 

1. What does the friends approach to Jesus teach us about the way we should approach Jesus?


2. Do you believe that Jesus can make a difference in your life and in the lives of those around 
you?


3. Who could you carry to Jesus at the moment? What would that look like practically? 


4. Is there a bit of Pharisee in you, judging Jesus by the laws and codes of behaviour you have 
deemed important? 


5. There were lots of Pharisees blocking the way to Jesus, do you need to get out the way too? 
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Luke 7:36-50 
The sinful woman


Background 

This story is shocking for many reasons. Firstly it should be noted however that Luke in his writing 
elevates women to an equal status of men. If he shares a story of Jesus meeting or healing a man, 
the next story will be about a women. A literary device to show equality. This was radical for the 
time.


The next important thing to note is how many rules this woman had broken doing what she did. 
She is ‘sinful’ meaning that her ‘sins’ were public, she was known. Possibly a prostitute, definitely 
someone who’d publicly messed up. She was ‘unclean’ and outcast and therefore should not 
approach ‘righteous’ people. Especially not a Rabbi (teacher) such as Jesus. Rabbi’s never 
touched the opposite sex (apart from their wives). Meaning the woman’s actions are shocking. In 
biblical times for Jews a woman’s glory was her hair. Women would hide their hair, they’d save it 
as a treat only for their husband. In some extreme cases it would only be seen on the wedding 
night and then shaved off, meaning only the husband was given the honour of seeing her hair. 
Another reason for the shock surrounding this story. 
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Read Luke 7:36-50 

Opening question - Can you think of a time when you really felt out of place? What was it like?


1. Where is Jesus when this story takes place?


2. Why would that have made it hard for the woman to approach Jesus? 


3. How does she approach Jesus? How do you think she might have felt?


4. What does she do next? What reaction would this have created? 


5. Why does Luke think it’s important to mention the perfume? (You may wish to read other 
accounts of this story to grasp the fullness of this point) (Matt 26:6-13/ Mk 14:3-9 / John 12:1-8)


6. What do you think of the woman’s actions? 


7. How do the Pharisees react? 


8. Why might they have a problem with ‘a sinner’ touching Jesus? 


9. How does Jesus explain the situation to the Pharisees? 


10. What does this story tell us about the woman at Jesus’ feet? 


11. Why are the woman’s many sins forgiven? 


12. Is this forgiveness through her deeds or her faith? 
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13. What do you think about the way Jesus interacts with the woman? 


14. Could the woman’s action be considered as worship? If yes, what does it tell us about the 
cost of worship. If no, why is it not? 


15. Why are the guests finding Jesus’ words so shocking? 


16. What is the result of this encounter with Jesus?  


Application 

1.  When you think about your faith and walk with Jesus, is he worth spending all you have on? 


2. Have you experience the forgiveness of Jesus? 


3. Are you too worried about being judged by others to approach Jesus in shameless abandon? 


4. How do you think you could challenge yourself to become more like the woman in this story in 
your approach to Jesus? 
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Luke 8:40-56 
The dead girl and the sick woman


Background 

The recurring theme of Jesus’ encounters continues in this passage. Jesus touching the 
‘unclean’. The woman with the issue of blood would have been deemed unclean and therefore 
been unable to participate in everyday life. She would have been treated as a second class 
citizen. Furthermore the dead girl would also have been deemed unclean. In the OT those who’d 
touched a dead body would have become unclean and would have to leave the camp for a 
certain number of days before being allowed to return. 


Read Luke 8:40-56 

Opening question: Have you ever experienced a time of real desperation? What was it like, how 
did it affect your life?


1. Who is Jairus? What does his position mean for his social standing? 


2. How does Jairus approach Jesus? What might he have been feeling?
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3. What are the similarities/differences between this and the way others in previous stories 
have approached Jesus?


4. The woman is the next person to approach Jesus, how does she do so? 


5. What is the main theme running through both our characters stories? 


6. How does the woman receive her healing? How might she be feeling after being healed?


7. Jesus knows someone has reached out for healing, why do you think he stops to find out 
who it is? 


8. How does he treat her in front of the crowd? What do you think is significant about it? 


9. Jesus addresses her as “Daughter” why might this have blessed the woman? 


10. Jairus, on hearing his daughter has died goes to send Jesus away, how does Jesus 
respond? Do you find his response challenging?


11. Why is Jesus taking the dead girls hand significant in showing his power? 


12. What does the miracle say about who Jesus is? 


13. What is the result of these encounters with Jesus for those involved?
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Application 

1. The woman with the issue of blood would have had a tremendous amount of shame prior 
to her encounter with Jesus. Jesus raises her up and publically restores her, he takes away 
her shame. 


Are there areas in your life where you struggle with shame and need Jesus to pick you up 
out of the dust and restore you? 


2. Jesus shows he is in control over all things in these stories today. Do you believe this? 
How might allowing this truth deeper into your life change your daily life? 


3. Both stories involve having faith in Jesus to more than is humanly possible? Are there 
areas of your life that you can ask God for more of this sort of faith?


4. Is there anything else from these encounters that have challenged or encouraged you in 
your daily walk with Jesus?
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Mark 10:46-52 
Blind Bartimaeus




Background 

As we have previously discovered, in Jesus’ day, people with disabilities were often social 
outcasts. They were left to beg and found along the roads to and from cities because they were 
not welcome within the cities. This was a cruel existence, especially as it could get very cold at 
night outside the city walls. Therefore any worldly items such as cloaks would have been a life line 
item to posses.


Read  Mark 10:46-52 

Opening question – Have you ever been in a situation where you’ve tried to get someone attention 
and it hasn’t worked? Did you keep going, or walk away pretending you never tried? 


1. Where is Jesus when this encounter takes place? 


2. What is Bartimaeus doing before Jesus walks past? What does this tell us about his life?


3. How does he approach Jesus?
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4. Why do you think he perseveres?  


5. What is he asking Jesus for as he shouts? 


6. How does Jesus defy those around him who are rebuking Bartimaeus?


7.  How do you think he must have felt being called to see Jesus? 


8. Before Bartimaeus, the last time God had said to a man “what do you want me to do for 
you” (or words to that effect) was King Solomon (1 Kings 3:7-12)  - What does this tell us 
about who God listens to and ministers to? 


9. Bartimaeus throws of his cloak off (and we can assume leaves his little begging cup, or 
whatever he used behind him) as he answers Jesus. What might this mean? 


10.  Bartimaeus tells Jesus what he wants to see. What does that tell us about his faith? 


11. What do Bartimaeus actions tell us about the cost of following Jesus?


12.  What is the result of this encounter with Jesus? 


Application


1. Bartimaeus throws down his begging bowl and coat, his life lines, to approach and follow 
Jesus. What are your ‘life lines’ which might be stopping you from approaching Jesus? 


2. Bartimaeus shouted unashamedly at Jesus until he stopped, could this sort of outcry be part 
of your prayer life? 


3. How has this story changed the way you see Jesus and his work in your daily life?


�15



Luke 11:37-54 
The Pharisees


Background 

The Pharisees were an influential religious sect within Judaism in the time of Christ and the early 
church. They were known for their emphasis on personal piety (the word Pharisee comes from a 
Hebrew word meaning “separated”), their acceptance of oral tradition in addition to the written 
Law, and their teaching that all Jews should observe all 600-plus laws in the Torah, including the 
rituals concerning ceremonial purification.


The Pharisees were mostly middle-class businessmen and leaders of the synagogues. Though 
they were a minority in the Sanhedrin and held a minority number of positions as priests, they 
seemed to control the decision-making of the Sanhedrin because they had popular support 
among the people.


Because they taught that the way to God was by obeying the law, the Pharisees gradually 
changed Judaism from a religion of sacrifice to one of keeping the commandments 
(legalism). Animal sacrifices still continued in the Jerusalem temple until it was destroyed by the 
Romans in 70 A.D., but Pharisees promoted works over sacrifice.
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The Gospels often portray Pharisees as arrogant, but they were generally respected by the 
masses because of their piety. However, Jesus saw through them. He scolded them for the 
unreasonable burden they placed on the peasants.


Read Luke 11: 37-54 

Opening question - can you think of a time when you really thought you’d got it right, only to find 
out you’d completely missed the point?!


1. Where is Jesus as this encounter opens? 


2. How does the Pharisee approach Jesus?


3. How does Jesus instantly shock the Pharisee? Why do you think he might have done this? 


4. What point does Jesus then make to the Pharisee about true cleanliness? 


5. What seems to be more important to Jesus the inside or outside of a person? Do you agree?


6. The Pharisees are obeying the law and tithing a tenth of what they own/earn. This is a good 
biblical practice, one still important as an act of worship today. Why then does Jesus take 
offence at it here?


7. Why might it be an issue for the Pharisees to love the best seats in the synagogue? 


8. What is Jesus saying about their priorities? 


9. The Jews would whitewash their tombs so that no-one would accidentally step on them and 
become ceremonially unclean. What then is Jesus saying about associating with the 
Pharisees?


10. How do the Pharisees react to these initial words of Jesus? 


11.  How do his words make you feel? Do you think Jesus is being too strong?


12. Why does Jesus take issue with the experts in the law? What might he desire from the 
instead?


13. What does Jesus say that his generation will be held account for and why? 
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14. What are the experts in the law stopping people from doing? 


15. What does Jesus mean when he says, “you yourselves have not entered?”


16. Is Jesus saying that the law and rules don’t matter?


17. What is the relationship between rules and faith?


18. Are the Pharisees struggling with idolatry, if so how? 


19. What is the result of this encounter with Jesus? How does it differ from previous encounters?


Application 

1. What are you more concerned about, your outward appearance before people or your heart 
before God? 


2. Jesus attacks the Pharisees for putting more status on the rules/ laws of faith that actually 
having faith in God. Do you struggle with this? 


3. Are there people in your life that you are judging for the way they live?


4. An idol is anything you place more value on that God in your life. For the Pharisees it was rule 
keeping and outward behaviour. Are there any idols in your life that need to be toppled?


5. Have you really entered into new life with Jesus?
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Mark 10:17-31 
The Rich Young Man


Background  
The story of the rich young ruler is found in all three of the Synoptic Gospels. The man is 
described as a “ruler,” which means he was a prince or magistrate of some sort. Since no Roman 
ruler would address Jesus as “teacher” or “master,” it is assumed that this man was a Jewish 
ruler in the local synagogue. This man also had “great wealth”, and Jesus later used His 
conversation with this man to teach the detrimental effect money can have on one’s desire for 
eternal life (verses 23–24). The lesson Jesus draws from this incident concerns money, not 
salvation by works.


Read Mark 10:17-31 

Opening question - If you had all the money you wanted, what would you do with it? 
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1. Where is Jesus at the start of this encounter?


2. How does the rich young man approach him?

3. What does this tell us about his intentions?


4. Jesus tells the man that to inherit enteral life he must follow the commandments, is this 
salvation by works or is Jesus doing something else here? 


5. How does the young man respond to Jesus? Do you think he really has kept all the 
commandments since boyhood?


6. What does Jesus tell him he lacks?


7. What is Jesus trying to point out is the real thing holding the young man back? 


8. Is money an idol for him? 


9. Is Jesus saying the everyone should sell everything and follow him?


10. What is the man’s reaction to Jesus’ request? 


11. Why does Jesus say it’s hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven?


12. Are we rich? 


13. The disciples ask Jesus “who then can be saved?” What is Jesus response and what does it 
mean? 


14. How does Peter reply to this? What is he saying about the cost of true discipleship? 
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15. How does Jesus say Peter with be reimbursed? Is this hyperbole or literal? Do we do it for the 
reward?


16. Jesus says the rewards come with persecutions, what do you think he means by this? 


17.  What does the first shall be last and the last shall be first mean?


Application


1. The young man approaches Jesus with humility in his heart and posture and yet his encounter 
doesn’t end well. He’s only half surrendered. What about you? 


2. Is money an idol in your life?


3. Jesus chooses the young man’s idol to show him what he’s holding onto more tightly than 
faith in God. What do you think Jesus might say to you after “Still one thing you lack, go 
…………… ”


4. Jesus calls those who follow him to be ready to give up everything and anything if he asks, 
how does that make you feel? Would you, if he asked? 


5. How might this story impact your daily walk with Jesus?
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Luke 19:1-10 
Zacchaeus


Background 

Rome was the invading force who had taken Jerusalem. They were the enemy. A modern 
equivalent would be to think about the invading Nazis. Therefore any Jew who worked for them 
was a traitor. They had pledge allegiance to a new nation and power. Again think second world 
war defectors. Tax collectors were therefore seen as traitors because they collected money from 
their own people and gave it to the invaders. Not only that but they were also swindlers, think 
modern day gangsters. They could demand whatever payments they wanted and could use 
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Roman soldiers as muscle to make sure they got it. The tax collectors answered to higher tax 
collectors, who in turn answered to chief tax collectors, think pyramid scheme! So those at the 
top got very rich indeed. In short they were not well liked and many would argue for good reason! 


Opening question - have you ever been swindled by something or someone? What was it like? 


Read Luke 19:1-10  

1. Where is Jesus as this encounter begins? 


2. Where does Zacchaeus interest in Jesus lie?


3. Jesus stops at the tree and calls Zacchaeus down, how do you think he knew his name? 


4. What does Jesus stopping at the tree say about the way he was guided by the Spirit not the 
road at his feet? 


5. Why might staying at Zacchaeus' house have annoyed the local people? 


6. Do you think Zacchaeus minded the scorn of the people? 


7. At his house Zacchaeus seems to have an amazing change of heart, what do you think might 
have caused that? 


8. Is Zacchaeus repentant? How does he show it? 


9. Jesus declares that Zacchaeus is saved, how does he reinstate Zacchaeus in Jewish society? 


10. What is Jesus’ mission on earth?


11. What does that say about those who meet Jesus and receive salvation? 
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12. Jesus said it was hard for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven, what is different about this 
story? 


13. What is the thing Zacchaeus is living for at the start and end of this story, what has changed? 


14. What is the result of this encounter with Jesus?


Church tradition suggests that Zacchaeus went on from this encounter and faithfully lived for 
Jesus until his death. He is even said to have become a Bishop in the early Church!  

Application 


1. Jesus was following the lead of the Spirit as he stopped a called Zacchaeus down from the 
tree. How can you learn to follow more of the Holy Spirit’s lead in your daily walk with Jesus? 


2. There are people in society who no-one likes and quite frankly they have bought it upon 
themselves often through despicable action and living. Jesus doesn’t let that stop him from 
eating with Zacchaeus. How does this challenge you? 


3. Is there a hardness in your heart towards these sorts of people that only heavenly grace can 
soften? Could you ask for that grace, to love and approach those people today? 


4. Do you believe that the worst of people can be changed by the grace of God? 


5. Who could you eat with, maybe at work or elsewhere, that could be another Zacchaeus?


�24


