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Raising faith 
"Sure of what we hope for certain of what we do not see” 

What does it mean to ‘have faith’ in something? The dictionary suggests it is “to have 
complete trust or confidence in someone or something.” That means everyone lives in faith 
everyday. We have faith in a chair to hold us up when we sit. We have faith that at sunset the 
sun will rise again tomorrow. Faith our bicycle or car will get us where we need to go.  

The question is whether we exhibit that same faith in God? He has made us many great and 
precious promises, say the Apostle Peter. Promises which cannot be broken. “I will be with you 
always,” says God. “I will never leave you or forsake you,” “I will never let you down,” “I will 
look after you” to name but a few. Yet if we’re honest does a chair seems a safer place to 
lean our weight that God?  
  
With faith as small as a mustard seed mountains can be moved. Western culture has robbed 
us of many opportunities to have faith, we feel we can live without God and be comfortable 
(but perhaps not happy?) In this series let’s challenge our culture and ask God to RAISE OUR 
FAITH, to expect more, to pray for more and then watch God move in exciting ways. 

This series is not about copying hero’s of the faith, but it is about real people. Real people 
who face real problems. People who live in ups and downs with God. People who when they 
trust God he comes through and they see his faithfulness. He never lets them down. The aim 
of this series is not to feel inadequate before Ruth or Daniel but rather to grow and place the 
same level of trust in the God who also delivered them.  

So let’s look at the stories of Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Ruth, Daniel & crew and the Apostle 
Paul, and see how God is the God who can be trusted to always come through. Use the daily 
readings to really get to know the characters and their stories.  

Our prayer is that we get gloriously uncomfortable and dissatisfied with they way things are 
and with new eyes of faith live for more!  
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Daily Bible Reading 
Week 1- Abraham 
3rd - Genesis 12:1-9 - Calling 
4th - Genesis 15: 1-21 - Covenant 
5th - Genesis 17: 1-27 - Circumcision 
6th - Genesis 18:1-15 - Visitors 
7th - Genesis 22:1-19 - Sacrificing Isaac (week 1 study)  
8th - Galatians 3:6-9 - Believing God 
9th - James 2:23 - Friends with God 

Week 2 - Moses 
10th - Exodus 2:1-10 - Birth 
11th - Exodus 3:1-15 - Calling 
12th - Exodus 4:1-17 - Scared 
13th - Exodus 12:1-30 - Passover 
14th - Exodus 12:31-42 - Exodus 
15th - Exodus 13:17-22 - Crossing (week 2 study) 
16th - Exodus 14:1-31 - Freedom 

Week 3 - Elijah 
17th - 1 Kings 17:1-6 - Fed by Ravens 
18th - 1 Kings 17:7-24 - Widow at Zarephath 
19th - 1 Kings 18:16-29 - Mount Carmel - Baal 
20th -  1 Kings 18:30-46 - Mount Carmel - Yahweh (week 3 study) 
21st - 1 Kings 19:1-9 - Running away 
22nd - 1 Kings 19:9b-13 - The Whisper 
23rd - 1 Kings 19: 14-18 - Encouragement 

Week 4 - Ruth 
24th - Ruth 1:1-14 - Death of the men (week 4 study)  
25th - Ruth 1:15-22 - Naomi and Ruth Return 
26th - Ruth 2:1-13 - Ruth meets Boaz 
27th - Ruth 2:14-23 - Boaz invites Ruth to join his workers 
28th - Ruth 3:1-18 - Ruth goes to Boaz 
29th - Ruth 4:1-8 - Boaz seeks the Kinsman Redeemer 
30th - Ruth 4:9-22 - Boaz and Ruth get married 

Week 5 - Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego/ Daniel 
31st - Daniel 1:1-21 - Eating Veg 
1st - Daniel 2:1-23 - What did I dream? 
2nd - Daniel 2:24-49 - This is what you dreamt 
3rd - Daniel 3:1-12 - We will not bow 
4th - Daniel 3:13-30 - Fiery Furnace (week 5 study) 
5th - Daniel 6:1-9 - The Decree  
6th - Daniel 6:10-28 - Daniel in the lions Den 

Week 6 - Apostle Paul 
7th - Acts 7:54-8:8 - Stoning of Stephen/Saul persecutes the Church 
8th - Acts 9:1-19 - Conversion 
9th - Acts 14:1-7 - Iconium 
10th - Acts 14: 8-19 - Lystra and Derbe 
11th - Acts 16:6-10 - Macedonia 
12th - Acts 16:16-40 - In Prison 
13th - 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 - Weakness and Strength (week 6 study) 
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Abraham and Isaac  
Genesis 22:1-19 

Introduction 

Just to look upon the face of Isaac in this painting is enough to make this a difficult story to 
unpack. Any parent will struggle with this narrative. Our modern sensibilities are offended 
that God would ask Abraham to do this. There is however gold to sift here if we can commit 
to exploring the story. The writer of Hebrews offers us this insight into Abraham’s mind;  

“By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had embraced 
the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, even though God had said to him, 
“It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”Abraham reasoned that God could 
even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.” 

Hebrews 11:17-19 

Abraham couldn’t make the situation he was in make sense. God had said one thing and then 
seemingly commanded another. To his human mind the pieces didn’t fit, but rather than look 
at the situation he still trusted that God was good. This is a display of faith in the character 
of God in spite of the circumstance he found himself in. The story ends with huge blessing.  

Opening question 

What is your favourite film moment in which things look hopeless but end up working out 
great? 
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Read 

Genesis 22:1-19 

Observation  

Discuss, what is going in this passage? What did you notice? 

Interpretation 

Why does God ask Abraham (v2) to sacrifice Isaac? 

How do you think Abraham must have been feeling at this point?  

Why is God’s command so incongruent with what God has already done in Abraham’s life and 
all he’s promised him in the future?  

How does Abraham show faith in this story?  

What is significant about the LORD providing a ram?  

Does God ever test us? What does this say about who he is?  

How do you think Abraham’s faith would have grown after this ordeal?  
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The mountain of provision  

How does God ultimately provide on that mountain? 

Does God ask Abraham more than he is willing to do himself? (Ref:John3:16) 

Does a situation have to make sense to mean God is in it? 
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Application  

From this study, would you conclude that God can be trusted?  

How might you approach difficult and challenging circumstances differently in light of this 
passage?  

Do you believe that God will provide for you in what you are currently facing?  

How can we pray and and ask God to raise our faith this week?  
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“God’s delays don’t make things worse, they only make them better” 

Tim Keller



Moses: Crossing the Red Sea 
Exodus 13:17-22 & Exodus 14:1-31 

Crossing the Red Sea. Painting by Cheryl Rose 

introduction 

Up to this point it’s fair to say Moses has been through a lot! He’s grown up in the house of 
those who killed all his kin as babies. Then seeing the plight of his people he has moved from 
prince, to murderer, to exile. In exile Moses tends sheep for his father-in-law, then meets God 
in the burning bush and with his brother Aaron and sister Miriam returns to Egypt to proclaim 
that God is setting his people free. We then see 10 plagues and finally the passover as God’s 
people are finally set free from Egypt by hard hearted Pharaoh! The people of God follow 
Moses out of Egypt but Pharaoh has a change of heart, his army are summoned and chase 
the people of God. So we join the story with God’s people surrounded and seemingly without 
hope. There is an army behind them and an impassable body of water in front them… 

Opening question 

What is the best sporting or film come back you can think of? Why was it so inspiring?  

Read 

Exodus 13:17-22 & Exodus 14:1-31 
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Observation 

Discuss, what is going in this passage? What did you notice? 

Interpretation  

How do we see the kindness of God on display in these passages?  

What do you make of the way God guides his people?  

We read that Pharaoh hardens his heart and God hardens Pharaoh’s heart, what do you make of this? 

Why doesn’t God take away the terror the Israelites feel?  

How does Moses display faith in God? What do you make of his actions?  

What is the tension between God’s faithfulness and Moses’ faith in this passage?  

Application 

How might we apply God’s action in this passage to our faith today?  

What big circumstances are you facing? Do you believe God can do the impossible in your situation? 

How might this be applied to the life of our church community? 
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“I’m not moved by what I see. I am not moved by what I feel. I am 

moved by what I believe.”  

Smith Wigglesworth



Elijah and the false prophets 
1 Kings 18:16-40 

Introduction  

Israel at this point in their history are being led by the the wicked Ahab and Jezebel, think Bonnie and 
Clyde, but in power. They are turning the hearts of Israel to the worship of idols. Elijah’s story is set 
against their tyrannical reign. At this moment, Elijah has had enough and although Israel seems to 
have made their mind up and decided to worship Baal, Elijah tells them it is decision time. Yahweh or 
Baal? He then challenges the prophets of Baal to a ‘my God is better than your god’ battle… 

opening question 

What is the best duel or battle you’ve seen on screen or in real life?  

read 

1 Kings 18:16-40 

Observation 

Discuss, what is going in this passage? What did you notice? 
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Interpretation 

What do you make of Elijah’s opening statement to the people of Israel, ““How long will you 
waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”? 

How is Elijah see as full of faith before the sacrifices have taken place?  

Is Elijah right to mock the prophets of Baal?  

How does idolatry hurt people in Elijah’s day and today?  

Is putting water on Yahweh’s altar testing God or a display of faith?  

Why does Elijah put the prophets of Baal to death?  

How is  God’s faithfulness displayed in this passage, what is the tension with Elijah’s faith?  

application 

How does this passage speak to us today, what can we apply?  

Do you ever give God the space to come through for you? Is there some control you can let go of this 
week in order for God to show you what he can do?  

Francis Chan writes, “I sometimes choose to put myself in situations where if God doesn’t show up, I 
will look stupid.” Are there ways you can stretch your faith muscles this week and make space for God 
to display his power in your life?  
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“Faith is like a radar that sees through the fog - the reality of things at 

a distance that the human eye cannot see.”  

Corrie ten Boom



ruth: faithful friendship  

Ruth 1 

introduction  

In the days of Ruth community was very important, especially if you were a woman. The patriarchy of 
the day meant that women were very reliant on their husbands in order to have land and security. This 
is important to understand as it makes Ruth’s actions in this chapter all the more incredible and 
faithful.  The death of all the men has potentially left Orpah, Ruth and Naomi with nothing and facing 
almost certain death.  

opening question 

Have you ever been in a hopeless situation that ended completely differently to how you thought it 
would? 
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read  

Ruth 1 

Observation 

Discuss, what is going in this passage? What did you notice? 

Interpretation 

Why is their situation so dire? 

Is Orpah right to walk away and return home?  

Why is Ruth’s statement, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will 
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. Where you 
die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even 
death separates you and me,” so remarkable?  

What does this say about Ruth’s character?  

Is this a faith filled action?  

Having read the whole book of Ruth in the daily readings, how does God show his faithfulness to Ruth 
and Naomi?  

  
application 

How can we apply this story to our lives today?  

Do you believe that God can redeem hopeless situations? (Romans 8:28)  

Use Ruth’s declaration in verse 16-17 as a prayer outline to commit to following God.  
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“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God." 

Corrie ten Boom



shadrach, meshach and abednego 

Daniel 3 

Introduction 

Israel are in exile, they are trying to learn how to follow and worship God in a foreign land. 
The book of Daniel explores this part Israel’s journey. It is one full of faith raising moments, 
God is trusted and God comes through. The story of Shadrack, Meshach and Abenego is a 
great example of this. The painting above is a beautiful image to use as a tool for meditation 
and raising our faith. Use it to complement your study of the story.  
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opening question  

Has anyone every asked you to do something you didn’t think was right? Did you do it?/How 
did you get out of it? Why is it a tough situation to be in? 

read  

Daniel 3 

Observation 

Discuss, what is going in this passage? What did you notice? 

Interpretation 

What do you think about Nebuchadnezzar? Does anything demand this kind of worship and elegance 
today?  

How do you think Shadrack, Meshach and Abenego felt as they we dragged before the king?  

What do you make of their reply to the king? “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 

ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 

able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he does not, we 
want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 
have set up.” 

Does the last part of their reply “even if he does not” display faith or faithlessness?  

Why does God wait until they are in the flames to save them?  

How does God show himself as faithful in this story?  

application 

How can we apply Shadrack, Meshach and Abenego’s display of faith in our own lives?  

What are the ‘furnaces’ that we face today?  

What are the patterns emerging in this series about how and when God acts in the lives of his 
people? 
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apostle Paul: strength and weakness 

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 

introduction 

Paul was an Apostle chosen by Jesus to spreads the gospel among the gentiles (non Jewish) 
people. He would travel from place to place and preach the gospel. Where it was accepted 
he would stay a while and then start a church there. Both Paul’s letters to the Corinthian 
church are pastoral responses to a church in which the christians are running wild. There are 
‘super-apostles’ charging for their wisdom and telling the church that Paul is a bit of a waster 
and not worth their time. Paul has loved this church faithfully and so makes his appeal to 
them again in 2 Corinthians. Although he uses a different tack in his appeal to the 
Corinthians, not boasting in his strength but in his weakness as the reason they should listen 
to him and not the ‘super-apostles.’  

opening question 

Have you ever had people spread rumours about you? How did you deal with it?  

read  

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
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Observation 

Discuss, what is going in this passage? What did you notice? 

Interpretation 

Why is Paul having to ‘boast’ in the beginning of this passage? 

What does this passage tell us about difficulties we may face?  

Is suffering useless/useful in following Jesus? 

Do you think Paul’s writing, “my grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” 
is a statement of faith?  

What is the connection between weakness, faith and the action of God?  

How might weakness inspire worship?  

application 

How might Paul’s word’s impact and inspire our walk with Jesus today?  

Are their places in your life where you need to accept your weakness in order to see God’s strength 
revealed?  

Do you need to stop trying to impress God, be strong and in control, or feeling ready, to deal with 
situations which happen in life?  
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“Faith is not merely you holding on to God - it is God holding on to you.” 

E. Stanley Jones



Useful Resources 

 
Storylines: tracing threads that run through the bible 

Andy Croft and Mike Pilavachi 

Originally written to encourage young people to engage 

with the bible this book is a really helpful resource for 

understanding how God works out his story for humanity 

throughout all of scripture. It is really accessible and easy 

to read, especially if you’re looking for a starting place to 

get to grips with the Old Testament. The ‘mountain of 

provision’ question from this study was taken from this 

book. We will be doing the ‘Storylines’ study series later in 

the year.  

eden.co.uk : £7.49 

The Peg and the Pumice stone 

Glyn Jones 

Glyn is a local Cestrian and evangelist. This is short book 
full of stories of very simple acts of faith. Glyn is honest 
about what he finds hard but also shows that with a 
pocket full of faith God can really touch and transform 
peoples lives. It’s a lovely read and well worth your time, 
especially if you’re looking for achievable inspiration!  

eden.co.uk : £7.97  
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Get hungry for a reason!  

Let’s be hungry for breakthrough, be hungry for justice, be hungry for healing, be hungry for more of 
Jesus. It’s time to fast.  

With this in mind, we are going to embark on a time of fasting and prayer as a church in January. 
That’s right, after the feasting comes fasting! We’re asking everyone in our church to join in fasting 
and praying from Sunday January 3rd to Sunday January 24th.  

How does it work? 

We’re not asking you to eat no food for three weeks! We’re going to be doing something called the 
Daniel fast. A time of fasting which allows eating basic food items over a longer period of time.  

We appreciate however that some of us may have never fasted before, therefore we’re offering lots 
of different options to join us. All we ask is that the option you choose feels like a bit of a challenge!  

Why fast? 

The bible is full of examples of fasting and prayer. There are many reasons we might fast. For 
example, our lives (especially at Christmas time) are full of food and ‘stuff’. Fasting is simplifying life, 
pulling back, slowing down. It’s also a cry of dependance on God, you’ll need his strength to do it. This 
draws us into him. Fasting can also redirect our hunger. In the West we’re never hungry for anything 
and that often translates to our faith. We’re not that hungry for God. Not that bothered whether we 
meet him or not. Fasting feeds our hunger for God, it grows our faith. There is also a sense in which it 
supercharges prayer! Now we have to be careful here, the bible doesn’t do formulas, but there is a 
sense that prayer and fasting together brings breakthrough in our lives, and in the lives of those 
around us. If you want things to change, fast and pray. If you aren’t bothered whether they do or not, 
definitely fast and pray!  

The options: 
The ‘D’: Give up one thing that you know will be hard to live without for three weeks. 
The ‘Dan’: Give up one thing, meat and alcohol 
The ‘Dani’: Give up meat, alcohol, and puddings/sweet treats/processed sugars 
The ‘Daniel’: All meat & animal products – bacon, beef, eggs, fish, lamb, poultry, and pork           
          All dairy products – butter, cheese, cream, milk, and yogurt  
         All sweeteners – agave nectar, artificial sweeteners, brown rice syrup, cane juice,    
         honey, molasses, raw sugar, syrups, and sugar  
         All leavened bread & yeast – baked goods and Ezekiel bread (if it contains yeast and  
         honey)  
         All refined & processed food products – artificial flavourings, chemicals, food   
         additives, preservatives, white flour, and white rice  
         All deep-fried foods – corn chips, French fries, and potato chips  
         All solid fats – lard, margarine, and shortening 
         Beverages – alcohol, carbonated drinks, coffee, tea, energy drinks 

So pick one and go for it - as you fast, devote time each day to pray. Ask God to draw you deeper 
into relationships with him. Ask him to change your life. Ask him to change the lives of those around 
you.  

This had a big impact on our church life last year, God met us in worship in deeper ways. We 
experienced his closeness and presence more deeply. This stuff works! So take up the Daniel fast 
challenge as part of the Groves Church family. 
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